
This infographic highlights health disparities faced by limited-English Proficiency (LEP) 
individuals compared to those who speak English as a native language.

These Statistics  come from a stydy in The Jour-
nal of Health Communication. They show a 

correlation between limited English proficiency 
and poor health literacy status for some

 minorities.
 (J Health Comm, 2013). 

Among the limited-English proficiency individuals, re-
spondents with the highest prevalence of low health 
literacy by race are: 

When compared to English proficiency patients, LEP patients face:

While this information was taken from a particular sample of the US population, it is representative of 
national trends related to low health literacy and health outcomes among these minority groups. 

Low health literacy

This study shows that 44.9% of individuals with 
limited-English proficiency reported low health 

literacy versus 13.8% of English Speakers
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The Joint Commission has found that language barriers impact safe and effective healthcare among 
these individuals. 

Longer hospital stays when 
professional interpreters 
were not used at admissions 
and/or discharge.

Greater risk of line infections, 
surgical infections, falls, and 
pressure ulcers.

Greater risk of surgical delays 
due to difficulty understanding 
instructions, including how to 
prepare for a procedure.

Greater chance of readmis-
sions due to difficulty under-
standing how to manage their 
conditions and take their medi-
cations.
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